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Introduction 

​
 At LISAL, children may join or leave us at different times and for various reasons. While we 

value consistency and the secure relationships that develop through long-term attendance, 

we understand that transitions are sometimes necessary. We aim to support each child to 

move smoothly and successfully between settings. Key transitions are marked with 

school-wide ceremonies to help children navigate change with a sense of celebration and 

support. This policy outlines how we welcome new pupils, help them settle, and prepare 

those transitioning to other settings. 

 

Joining Our School 

​
 We accept children from the September after they turn 5 (mainstream year 1). Prior to this, 

children will attend Appledore Montessori Nursery, who we share the building with. 

Whether a child joins us at the start of Bridge Class or later in Class 5, we work closely with 

parents and previous settings to understand their individual needs. 

All prospective pupils are invited to take part in a Trial Day to experience a typical day at 

LISAL. This also allows the class teacher and SENDCo to observe the child and assess 

whether we can meet their needs. An Educational Interview with parents provides further 

insight into the child's history, personality, and any specific requirements. This is followed by 

a six week trial period with regular meetings between staff and families. 

Children joining mid-year or outside the usual entry points are carefully assessed in areas 

that may differ from their previous school — such as languages, handwork, skipping, or 

reading. These informal assessments help us provide appropriate support and challenge 

from day one. We emphasise that every child is on their own learning journey and explicitly 

foster an environment free from comparison to ease any anxiety around new experiences. 
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Appledore Montessori  

Children can join the school from Appledore the September after they turn 5. This means 

they spend their Reception year in Appledore and join LISAL in mainstream Year 1. 

Government guidance encourages parents to send their children to school at the beginning 

of the academic year when they will turn 5. However, parents can choose to delay this with 

the agreement of the Early Years setting and the school their child will be joining.1 The 

extension of the child’s time in an Early Year setting is managed by Appledore Montessori, 

with separate admission procedures from LISAL. Appendix A outlines the process from 

Appledore. LISAL’s admissions policy outlines the process of applying for Bridge class.  

Note: Appledore encourages children to start by age 3, as their pedagogy works with a 3 

year Montessori cycle and mixed age classes, similar to Waldorf Kindergartens. Priority 

admissions are given to children who intend to attend LISAL for their primary education. 

By the time a child turns 5 in Appledore, they are often already familiar with some of the 

rhythms of the school and members of staff. To further support their transition, they are 

invited to a few settling-in sessions during the summer term where they can explore their 

new classroom, meet their new teacher and new classmates (in the event of them joining an 

existing group). They are also invited to  take part in a Nature Walk with the current Bridge 

and class 1 children. The teacher and SENDCo, if applicable, meet with the children’s current 

teacher to share assessments, reports and other observations. Parents of children with SEND 

are also encouraged to meet with the SENDCo to discuss their child’s needs.  

 

Transitioning to Other Settings 

​
 As an independent Waldorf Education school, LISAL does not participate in statutory 

assessments such as Year 1 Phonics Screening, Year 2 or Year 6 SATs, or the Year 4 

Multiplication Tables Check. We are also exempt from the EYFS Profile. However, assessment 

remains central to our practice (see Assessment Policy for more details). 

When we are informed that a child will be moving on, we initiate contact with the receiving 

setting to share relevant academic, safeguarding, and SEND information. For children on our 

SEND register, the SENDCo arranges a detailed handover and may coordinate extra visits if 

helpful. This process also applies to transitions into secondary school. 

1 https://www.gov.uk/schools-admissions/school-starting-age  
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Parents are kept informed of their child’s progress through termly Parent-Teacher 

Conferences and end-of-year reports, which reflect both Waldorf Education learning goals 

and National Curriculum age-related expectations. 

 

Transition to Secondary School (Class 5) 

​
 Our pupils transition to a variety of secondary schools, including local grammar schools, 

Ripley St Thomas, Our Lady’s, Queen Elizabeth School (QES), other alternative education 

settings, or home education. Regardless of destination, we focus on preparing pupils for the 

different academic and social environments they may encounter. 

While our Waldorf Education curriculum introduces some formal learning later than 

mainstream education, we have carefully adjusted key content areas to ensure readiness for 

secondary school, without compromising Waldorf Education principles. By Class 4, pupils are 

expected to be working at National Curriculum age-related expectations alongside the 

Waldorf Education curriculum. 

If a pupil is applying to a secondary school outside our usual network, we establish contact 

with the new school promptly to ensure a smooth transition. 

We support pupils by: 

●​ Increasing classroom and personal responsibilities, including managing their 

belongings and school tasks.​
 

●​ Gradually introducing more homework, reaching two assignments per week by the 

end of Class 5.​
 

●​ Incorporating tasks that require ICT use and independent research from multiple 

sources.​
 

●​ Occasionally using mock assessments (e.g. SAT-style papers) to familiarise pupils with 

standardised testing formats.​
 

Page 4 of 3 
LISALTP/028/2018 v4.0 

 



Transition Policy 

 

 

 

Feedback from receiving schools and parents consistently highlights our pupils' emotional 

maturity, self-motivation, and adaptability. They are often welcomed as confident, capable 

learners who transition well.  
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Appendix A 

Annex A: Child Development Summary and Educational Rationale​
(To accompany Joint Agreement: Continuation of EYFS Provision and Transition to Year 1) 

Child’s Name: ___________________________​
Date of Birth: ___________________________ 

1. Overview 

This annex provides additional supporting information outlining the rationale for the agreed 

educational pathway, whereby the child will remain within the Early Years Foundation Stage 

(EYFS) at the preschool during the Reception year before transitioning to Year 1 at the 

independent school. 

This information is provided collaboratively by the parent(s)/carer(s) and the early years 

setting. 

2. Learning and Development 

The child is currently accessing a Montessori-led early years environment that fully delivers 

the EYFS framework. Within this setting, the child demonstrates: 

●​ Strong engagement and sustained concentration in self-chosen activities 

●​ Growing independence and self-regulation 

●​ Positive relationships with peers and adults 

●​ Secure emotional wellbeing and sense of belonging 

●​ Ongoing progress across the prime areas (communication and language, physical 

development, and personal, social and emotional development) 

●​ Development within the specific areas of learning, supported through hands-on, 

experiential opportunities 

The child particularly benefits from: 

​​ A carefully prepared, calm and structured environment 

​​ Opportunities for uninterrupted, self-directed learning 

​​ Consistent routines and familiar adults 

3. Rationale for Continued EYFS Placement 

All parties agree that continuing within the EYFS framework for the full Reception year will: 

●​ Support the child’s emotional security and confidence 

●​ Allow consolidation of key developmental foundations 
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●​ Maintain continuity of approach through Montessori pedagogy 

●​ Enable learning at a pace aligned with the child’s individual development 

It is considered that a transition to a more formal structure at this stage may not align as 

closely with the child’s current developmental needs. 

4. Assessment and School Readiness 

The early years setting will: 

●​ Continue to monitor progress in line with EYFS requirements 

●​ Complete the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP) in the final term 

●​ Provide a clear summary of attainment, characteristics of effective learning, and 

readiness for Key Stage 1 

5. Conclusion 

This annex supports the shared professional and parental view that the agreed pathway is 

appropriate, proportionate, and in the best interests of the child. 

Signed (Parent/Carer): ___________________________ 

Signed (Early Years Setting Representative): ___________________________ 

Date: ___________________________ 
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Transition Plan: Preschool (EYFS) to Year 1​
(Supporting Continuation of EYFS and Entry to Year 1) 

Child’s Name: ___________________________ 

Preschool: ___________________________​
Independent School: ___________________________ 

Transition Date to Year 1: September ____________ 

1. Purpose 

This transition plan outlines how the preschool and independent school will work in 

partnership to ensure a smooth, supported, and developmentally appropriate transition from 

the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) into Year 1. 

2. Key Principles 

●​ Child-centred and responsive to individual needs 

●​ Continuity of learning and pedagogy 

●​ Emotional wellbeing and security prioritised 

●​ Strong communication between all parties 

3. Transition Activities 

To support familiarity and confidence, the following will be implemented: 

●​ Regular informal visits to the school environment (where appropriate) 

●​ Opportunities to meet key staff members in advance of transition 

●​ Shared use of spaces (where applicable due to co-location) 

●​ Gradual increase in familiarity with Year 1 expectations 

4. Information Sharing 

The preschool will provide: 

●​ Completed EYFS Profile (EYFSP) 

●​ Summary of learning and development 

●​ Characteristics of effective learning 

●​ Any relevant support strategies or interventions 

The independent school will: 

●​ Review all documentation prior to entry 
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●​ Use information to inform planning, differentiation, and support 

●​ Ensure continuity in teaching approaches where beneficial 

5. Communication 

●​ Regular professional dialogue between preschool staff and Year 1 teacher 

●​ Opportunities for parent meetings with both settings 

●​ Ongoing updates during the transition period 

6. Pastoral and Wellbeing Support 

●​ Identification of a key adult within the school 

●​ Support for emotional adjustment and confidence-building 

●​ Monitoring of wellbeing during the first term in Year 1 

7. Review and Monitoring 

●​ Initial review within the first half term of Year 1 

●​ Ongoing monitoring of academic and emotional adjustment 

●​ Additional support implemented if required 

8. Agreement 

All parties agree to work collaboratively to support a smooth and successful transition. 

Signed (Parent/Carer): ___________________________ 

Signed (Early Years Setting Representative): ___________________________ 

Signed (Independent School Representative): ___________________________ 

Date: ___________________________ 
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Joint Agreement: Continuation of Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

Provision and Transition to Year 1 

Child’s Name: ___________________________​
Date of Birth: ___________________________ 

Name of Early Years Setting (Preschool): Appledore Montessori Ltd 

Name of Independent School: Lancaster Independent School for Alternative Learning 

This document records a joint agreement between the parent(s)/carer(s), the above-named 

early years setting, and the independent school regarding the educational pathway for the 

named child. 

Agreed Educational Arrangement 

All parties agree that: 

●​ The child will remain on roll at the early years setting for the duration of the 

academic year in which they turn five (Reception year). 

●​ During this time, the child will continue to access a full Early Years Foundation Stage 

(EYFS) curriculum. 

●​ The child will transition to Year 1 at the named independent school in September 

____________, rather than entering Reception. 

Rationale and Best Interests of the Child 

This decision has been made collaboratively, with careful consideration of the child’s 

individual needs, development, and wellbeing. The early years setting is a Montessori-led 

environment delivering the statutory EYFS framework. Within this provision, the child is 

thriving—demonstrating confidence, independence, strong engagement, and positive 

progress across all areas of learning. 

All parties recognise that: 

​​ The Montessori approach, alongside the EYFS, provides a consistent and 

developmentally appropriate learning environment. 

​​ Continuing within this environment for the full EYFS period supports the child’s 

emotional security, learning disposition, and overall development. 

​​ This arrangement is in the child’s best educational and developmental interests. 

Curriculum, Assessment and Transition 

The early years setting confirms that: 
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●​ It will continue to deliver the EYFS in line with statutory requirements throughout 

the Reception year. 

●​ The Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP) will be completed in the final term 

of that academic year. 

●​ The EYFSP and relevant transition information will be shared with the independent 

school to support progression into Key Stage 1. 

The independent school confirms that: 

●​ It is aware that the child is being educated outside the typical age-related entry point. 

●​ It supports this arrangement and agrees to admit the child into Year 1 in September 

____________, subject to its usual registration requirements. 

●​ It will work in partnership with the early years setting to ensure a smooth and 

well-supported transition. 

Partnership Working 

Given that both settings operate within the same building and maintain a close professional 

relationship, all parties are confident that: 

●​ Communication between the preschool and the school will be ongoing and effective. 

●​ The child will benefit from familiarisation opportunities and a gradual transition 

process. 

●​ Continuity of learning, expectations, and pastoral care will be prioritised. 

Acknowledgement 

All parties confirm that this agreement: 

●​ Reflects a shared understanding of the child’s needs and best interests. 

●​ Has been made collaboratively and transparently. 

●​ Will be reviewed if circumstances change or if further considerations arise. 

 

Signatures 

Signed (Parent/Carer): ___________________________​
Print Name: ___________________________​
Date: ___________________________ 
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Signed on behalf of Early Years Setting: ___________________________​
Name and Role: ___________________________​
Date: ___________________________ 

Signed on behalf of Independent School: ___________________________​
Name and Role: ___________________________​
Date: ___________________________ 
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